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About the middle of September, we heard of a
truce concluded between all parties, and being un-
willing to winter at Villa Franca, I got passes, and
though we were both but weak, we began to travel
in litters for Milan.

And here I experienced the truth of an old
English proverb, that standers-by see more than
the gamesters.

The French, Savoyards, and Spaniards, made this
peace, or truce, all for separate and several grounds,
and every one were mistaken.

The French yielded to it because they had given
over the relief of Casal, and were very much afraid
it would fall into the hands of the marquis Spinola.
The Savoyards yielded to it, because they were
afraid the French would winter in Piedmont; the
Spaniards, yielded to it, because the duke of Savoy
being dead, and the count de Colalto, the imperial
general, giving no assistance, and his army weakened
by sickness, and the fatigues of the siege, he foresaw
he should never take the town, and wanted but to
come off with honour.

The French were mistaken, because really
Spinola was so weak, that had they marched on
into Montserrat, the Spaniards must have raised the
siege; the duke of Savoy was mistaken, because the
plague had so weakened the French, that they durst
not have staid to winter in Piedmont; and Spinola
was mistaken, for though he was very slow, if he
had stayed before the town one fortnight longer,
Thoiras the governor must have surrendered, being
brought to the last extremity.

Of all these mistakes the French had the advan-
tage ; for Casal was relieved, the army had time to
be recruited, and the French had the best of it by
an early campaign,